
Storming ahead
Being part of the Messy Church team is a little like being 
part of a benign storm. With wind and waves, storms move 
on every level; with energy and power they transform 
the areas they touch. But while the effects of a storm 
are often detrimental, the whirlwind of colour, noise and 
laughter that makes up Messy Church is changing what it 
touches for good, through the power of God’s Spirit.

At the most significant level, we meet people whose lives 
have been changed because of belonging to their local 
Messy Church. On a visit to the Midlands, one lady was 
very keen to tell Martyn Payne how her faith had come to 
life through attending Messy Church and then going on 
the Alpha course. She is not that interested in attending 
Sunday morning church: it is her service in Messy Church 
and her friends in her post-Alpha home group that are 
helping her to grow in the faith.

Teams discover a new energy and way of serving their 
communities. In one Messy Church, Izzy and Hannah 
are university and sixth form friends.  They came to help 
initially as part of their Scouts volunteering badge but they 
stayed and now lead a table whenever they can.  

And nationally, a recent small gathering with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, at which two members of 
the Messy Church team were present, demonstrated 
how much Messy Church is changing the Church’s 
approach to mission and worship. Messy Church was 
cited over and over again as a success story. Bishop 
Andrew of Guildford described ‘the astonishing growth of 
Messy Church’ in a recent keynote talk and mentioned it no 
fewer than nine times.

The Spirit is washing new life into individuals, communities 
and churches through Messy Church: no wonder the 
symbols we use for him are wind and water!
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Prayer Points

His way is in the whirlwind and the storm, and 
clouds are the dust of his feet. Nahum 1:3

God of power and mystery, reveal your otherness to 
families and teams as they meet you in Messy Church. May 
Messy Churches be places of power and healing as well as 
accessibility and fun.

For he spoke and stirred up a tempest 
that lifted high the waves. Psalm 107:25

We pray that as the stories from the Bible are 
shared month by month, they will transform lives 
and communities to be places of love, hospitality, 
compassion, creativity and faithfulness.

Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of 
man, and say to it, “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: come, 
breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that 
they may live.”’ Ezekiel 37:9 

Pray for those churches who are facing decline, that they might have the 
willingness to receive the breath of the Spirit, the graciousness to work with God 
in their community and the encouragement of new friends, new faith and new 
inspiration from their mission.
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Prayer Points

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. Acts 2:2 

We pray for a freedom for the Holy Spirit to blow where he will across the world in all 
sorts of mission, but especially for those doing it through Messy Church. We pray for 
open hearts, open wallets and open doors. We pray for wisdom to hold tight to what is 
precious and let go of what is no longer needed in the Church.

Now a wind went out from the Lord and drove 
quail in from the sea. Numbers 11:31 

We pray for God to provide all that’s needed to bless this ministry, 
especially the money to help BRF to provide a flow of resources, 
encouragement and wisdom to Messy Church leaders and teams 
through the work of Jane, Martyn, Lucy and Sarah.

You and all your troops and the many 
nations with you will go up, advancing like a 
storm; you will be like a cloud covering the 
land. Ezekiel 38:9 

Please pray for the planning and preparations for the 
Messy Church Conference in May 2016, when Messy 
leaders from all over the world will be coming together to 
help God’s kingdom to grow in many different countries.
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     Revd Robert Ferris, regional coordinator for the Republic of Ireland  
It is fantastic that you guys [The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF)] are 
there to see the development of Messy Church, to bring your experience 
and your willingness to walk with the Messy Family that is the church. 
Without this type of visit there could be an aloofness but certainly for me 
this contact has been very useful in numerous ways:

• It shows from the outset that as an organisation BRF 
cares deeply about what is happening at grass roots 
across the world

• It shows the Church here in Ireland that there is 
something in the resources that is not simply ideas 
but a fantastic support structure and network 
which is worth belonging to

• It shows that this is not simply a ‘flash in the 
pan’ idea but that it is something which God 
is using to bless and nurture at local level

Personally, I’m thankful as the lone regional  
coordinator here in the Republic of Ireland (at the moment!!!) that 
you all do have us on your hearts and do appreciate the opportunity to 
feed back stuff to the centre of the Messy Church World.
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